Re: Canada Must Ban Burkas that Control Women? Response to Letter by Citizen Reader, M. Husain Sadar

I share Mr. Sadar’s sentiment that the burka “has nothing to do with the Koran and/or the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad”. 
The burka and the niqab cover the face of a woman, hide her identity and make her practically invisible in society. The garment is aligned with the offensive principle that a woman’s presence is so alluring to men, it is offensive for her to be seen. Those who believe in this ideology also believe that not only should a woman’s appearance be hidden, her voice should not be heard either, for the same reason. 
In reality, if in public, a woman’s identity remains unseen and she cannot communicate, she is unable to contribute to or benefit from public life. 
Islam does not encourage such gender segregation. It did not take place during the era of Prophet Muhammad in the sixth century. Then, women were seen and heard not only in the main and only prayer halls of mosques but everywhere in the community, where they worked among men, as advisors, warriors, doctors and business owners, without the niqab and burka.  
On the other hand, what does a ban on the burka and/or niqab say about the value a society places on individual rights and freedoms in a democracy? 
Should freedom of conscience be set aside to force individuals who don’t agree with our ideology to conform? Or in this case – to stay home? We must examine not only what we oppose but how we oppose it. 
Will banning the burka create a healthier community? Or will it create greater extremism?  Will it change the minds of those who believe in its value? 
I do not believe so. It will instead cause those individuals to become more steadfast in their principles. Case in point – many people I have spoken to have noticed a definite increase in women wearing the niqab since Quebec introduced its bill to deny women wearing the niqab essential services. 

Finally, there is the issue of womens’ rights. Will a ban allow those few Muslim women, who now wear it, to integrate more fully? Or will it keep them imprisoned at home?

Who will a ban really hurt and who will it help? 

Whose body is inside the garment? 
Shahla Khan Salter

Chair – Muslims for Progressive Values Ottawa

www.mpvottawa.com  

