PAGE  
11

Khutbah for the El Tawhid Juma Circle – Friday, November 5th, 2011

 A-oo-dhu bil-la-hi min-ash shay-tan-ir ra-jeem, bis-mil-lah ir-Rah-man ir-Ra-him

and/or I take refuge from the outcast satan in the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

Al-ham-du li-la-hi Rab-bil al-a-min and/or Praise belongs to God, the Sustainer of the Worlds

 Was-sa-la-tu was-sa-la-mu aa-la Mu-ham-mad, wa aa-la a-li-hi, wa sah-bi-hi wa sa-lim

and/or Blessing and peace on Muhammad, his family, and his companions, and peace.

I would like to thank the El Tawhid Juma Circle for inviting me to do the khutba. 

In the name of Allah , the Kind the Merciful. 
May Allah swt forgive me and have Mercy upon me if I say anything incorrect today.
"The Case for Extreme Islamic Compassion for Our Children" 
Introduction

I want to talk today about the Mercy of Allah swt and sin and in particular one sin which is virtually criminal in Muslim countries and can ruin a woman’s life if she commits it and which here in the North America – though not criminal – it’s taken very seriously in our Muslim community. 

And though we say there is no honour in killing in Islam in light of the way I have seen members of our Muslim community – my own community – whom I love -  react occasionally to rebellion on the part of our youth, particularly our daughters, I wonder how much we mean it. 
And I wonder if we are doing everything we can in our community to prevent it?

And I wonder if we – peaceful Muslim Canadians are  making it more likely and easier for an abusive Muslim parent in our community – though he may be rare -  to commit an honour killing – because of our attitude that fails to separate the sin from the sinner when it comes to sexual morality. 

1. The Mercy of Allah

I would like to start by talking about the concept of mercy. Every single surah but one in the Holy Quran begins with the words, in the name of Allah, the Kind the Merciful.  
It sets the tone for everything that follows thereafter, including how as human beings we interpret the Quran and all the guidance and warnings of God contained in it. 
So when we read a warning in the Quran that some act we may commit or that someone we love may commit, may result in our soul or their soul being punished by God, we are reminded still at the same time of Allah’s Kindness and Mercy.  
And when we read that Allah swt is Merciful we are reminded that we are being judged by a loving God who is loathe to punish us. 

We are reminded that justice will be done in the hereafter taking all factors into account. 

These factors could include our past and personal history, our era, our ignorance, our understanding, our enlightenment, our environment, our upbringing, our experiences and the expectations that others place upon us. 
God takes everything into account for He is the most Just - also known as Al Adl – one of his ninety nine names.
And it follows that when we choose our path, we take heed from One who loves us – also known as Al Wadud, One who has declared that humankind is not perfect and One who has sent us a messenger, the Prophet Muhammad, pbuh, to whom He advised in the Quran at 11:12:
“You are but a warner and God is caretaker over all things.”
And if Muhammad himself could not hold people, including the early Muslims, accountable for the many mistakes that they made in his era, how can we as human beings in our era hold others accountable for the mistakes they make now.

2. Major Sins and Minor Sins - Authorities
a) The Quran

Though there are exceptions.

As people, we have a duty as stated in the Quran, to stand up for justice.  (4:135)
And in standing up for justice we must shun certain acts.
But in doing so, we must acknowledge that there is a difference between major sins that the community must shun, for which an individual must be held accountable in his lifetime by his community and minor sins which are between the individual and the Creator. 
Sins which we as a community must shun – major sins - are shunned in order to deter people from anti social behaviour like violence, or theft. Matters that are so serious they threaten the social order of our community. 
To that end we must ensure people remain safe and everyone is treated fairly. 
In the Quran there exists a scale of justice, balanced by the virtues of compassion and fairness, and it appears to be set out at surah 42 verses 36 to 43 which provide:   

‎"AND [remember that] whatever you are given [now] is but for the [passing] enjoyment of life in this world - whereas that which is with God is far better and more enduring. [It shall be given] to all who 

attain to faith and in their Sustainer place their trust; 
and who shun the more heinous sins and abominations; 
and who, whenever they are moved to anger, readily forgive;
and who respond to [the call of] their Sustainer and are constant in prayer; 
and whose rule [in all matters of common concern] is in consultation among themselves; 
and who spend on others out of what We provide for them as sustenance; 
and who, whenever tyranny afflicts them, defend themselves. But [remember that an attempt at] requiting evil may, too, become an evil: hence, whoever pardons  and makes peace, his reward rests with God - for, verily, He does not love evildoers 

Yet indeed, as for any who defend themselves after having been wronged - no blame whatever attaches to them: blame attaches but to those who oppress [other] people and behave outrageously on earth, offending against all right: for them there is grievous suffering in store! But withal, if one is patient in adversity and forgives - this, behold, is indeed something to set one's heart upon!" The Holy Quran - Surah 42 verses 36 to 43 (Asad translation)
These verses provide that we must shun heinous sins and abominations. Heinous. It doesn’t talk about minor sins. 
Though it does talk about minor offences within lewdness (lewdness being sexual immoral acts) in the following verse which states at 53:31 and 53:32 that: 

“To God belongs everything in the heavens and everything on earth. He will requite those who commit evil for their works, and will reward the righteous for their righteousness. They avoid major sins and lewdness, except for minor offences. Your Lord is with vast forgiveness.” 
Returning to Surah 42 previously - these verses and 53 as well – these talk about who enters God’s favour.  And that includes those who when angry, readily forgive. It also talks about again being patient in adversity as a virtue Allah loves. And again Allah’s forgiveness.
So compassion is actually a duty placed upon us – while we remember Allah’s Mercy. 

The verses in 42 mentioned also do not talk about particular sins but they do say a grievous suffering is coming to those who commit oppression and behave outrageously on the earth.  
This verse in particular, has been interpreted to be about rulers – political leaders – kings – presidents - dictators. 
I wonder if this can be extended to oppression in the home where one family member has power over another and exercises that power with injustice?  

And in our duty to defend ourselves against tyranny we have a further responsibility that takes into account that “an attempt at requiting evil may, too become an evil”. So if someone does do something wrong – in trying to stamp it out – we must not do wrong as well. 
Interesting to note as well that alongside these verses there is no specific mention of immodesty or moral indiscretions.
b) The Hadith
Now first of all – in terms of our duty as a community - what are the more heinous sins and abominations in Islam that we must shun? I will not list them all. 

But there is a Hadith – it talks about the seven noxious things we must avoid. 
It is not limited to criminal acts as we know them. 
It is not an all encompassing list as there are acts mentioned in the Quran as well that are regarded in Muslim countries as criminal. 
The Prophet Muhammad pbuh said:

 “Avoid the seven noxious things:

1. associating anything with Allah, 

2. magic, 
3. killing one whom Allah has declared inviolate without a just case, - murder. 
4. consuming the property of an orphan, 
5. devouring usury, 
6. turning back when the army advances, and 
7. slandering chaste women who are believers but indiscreet.” (Hadith - Bukhari and Muslim) 
What is the meaning of these?
1. Associating anything with Allah -  

Well it doesn’t mean that you cannot be a Christian and revere Jesus. Because there were Christians when the Quran was revealed and at that time they did not believe Jesus to simply be a Prophet. It doesn’t mean as Muslims we must revere Prophet Jesus pbuh.
And in respect to Christians in the Quran, who are referred to as the People of the Book - we are told to be respectful as like us, they are believers. 

What it can be interpreted to mean is that we cannot associate anything with Allah that clearly ought not to be associated with Him. 

We cannot say that He encouraged or condoned us to commit acts that clearly He did not. 

And there are many many crimes that extremists commit today and associate with Allah, like terrorist attacks, suicide bombings and the persecution of religious minorities for example.
2. Magic.

The Hadith is not referring to entertainment.

Its referring to the deception of people by someone who is pretending to perform a miracle, as though Allah has given them special power. 
If someone is purporting to use magic for some other purpose – it is not a sin. 

3. Murder. 

I think this is explained by the Quran where it says – “He who kills one human being, it is as though he has killed all of humanity.” 

4. and 5. Theft and Usury – these are self explanatory.
6. Abandonment of comrades during battle. 

7.Slandering chaste women who are believers but indiscreet. This is interesting. 

In particular we are prohibited from gossiping about women who are believers – believers being all who do righteous deeds according to the Quran – and this is the case even as against those women whom we may regard to be indiscreet. 

Indiscreet means to lack good judgment according to the dictionary. It originates from the word indiscretion which refers to committing immoral acts. 
It means we cannot gossip about someone even if we believe she exercised poor judgment and she may have committed an act we regard as immoral. This is also in the Quran at 24:23 – there is actually the penalty of flogging for those who accuse others of immorality without any proof. (And I will talk about the flogging issue itself in a minute.)
This lends support to the concept that God encourages us to assume everyone, men and women, are innocent unless proven otherwise. 
8. Sexuality Immorality also known as lewdness did not make the list:

It is interesting to note, what did not make the list and what was added later by other scholars. 
What was later added by scholars and has become criminal in Muslim countries – includes but is not limited to:

· the consumption of alcohol and 
· pork, and 
· lewdness – this includes sex outside marriage and there is a difference between premarital sex and extra marital sex. 
In some Muslim countries premarital sex is not illegal but instead acts as a complete legal defence to the charge of killing a female family member who engages in sexually immoral behaviour. There is no authority for this. And I’ll talk more about it in a minute.
There’s also the issue of adultery. This as well is a crime in Muslim countries. 
For adultery to become a community issue in the Quran it must be witnessed by four people (in other words married people who are not married to each other having sex in public).  
The community may punish perpetrators caught like this according to the Quran by flogging.

But just because the Quran allows it – doesn’t mean we must enforce it. 
We have abandoned slavery as allowed in the Quran and as allowed in other scriptures like the Bible because both scriptures provide that it is better to free a slave than to keep one. 
We should demand similarly that in Muslim countries, where it is ordered as a sentence, it is abandoned as well for the similar reasons - because it is provided in the Quran that it is better to forgive and pardon someone than to flog him or her – usually it is “her” though in the Quran it refers to the punishment taking place against both the man and the woman. I might add, stoning is not mentioned in the Quran either. 

Premarital sex is not punishable by flogging in the Quran. And not subject to capital punishment.
Premarital sex is punishable by keeping someone at home until she says she won’t do it again - though the verse that provides for this has been interpreted by scholars as being specifically aimed at prostitution. (4:15)
3. Separating the Sin from the Sinner? 

Now in terms of whether sins of sexual impropriety must be shunned by the community and have it hold the sinner accountable - I truly believe, having lived in my Muslim community here in Canada and engaged with my Muslim brothers and sisters who hold a multitude of beliefs and interpretations on all sorts of Islamic issues, that there is consensus among ordinary peace loving Muslims in North America that punishment for sexual immorality is not a practice Muslims wish to see continue in any country overseas and particularly here in North America it is not something which the majority of us wish to introduce. 

The fact that it exists in Muslim countries is regarded by many Muslims in North America as an embarrassment. 
And as part and parcel of this many of us in the Muslim community in North America hopefully agree that we prefer to follow Canadian or American law in relation to all these issues. 

In fact shariah courts were ended here in Canada by lobbies composed of Muslim organizations. 
And the lobby for shariah courts here in Canada, also made up by mostly Muslim organizations, did not focus on crimes of sexual impropriety but instead focused specifically on family law – separation and divorce, custody and support, and property division on divorce.

Now here is the issue our community must grapple with.

Though we don’t believe that these are sins for which we ought to hold individual accountable in the justice system, our intolerance for these behaviours – is it so extreme that it lend us to be unmerciful and intolerant of the people who commit these acts? 
Particularly when those people are our teenage children or those in our community?
Do we as a community separate the act from the individual? 
Do we separate the sin from the sinner? 
And do we help or hurt people as a result of our inability to do this? 
I’ll start with an easy example. And correct me if I’m wrong. I hope I am.

But there is not a single AA program at a single mosque in Canada that I know of. If I am wrong, please set me straight and I hope God forgives me. 

So although we don’t believe anyone’s hand should be cut off for drinking, as is done in some Muslim countries – we don’t have the compassion to collectively state that someone should come to us for treatment or help either. 

So is this because drinking alcohol is regarded in our collective Muslim psyche, even here in North America as a crime?
Is this just the tip of the iceberg?
As Muslims here in North America we profess to be tolerant. We stand up for women’s rights. We abhor honour killings. Yes – most of us do. It’s true. 
We sign petition after petition in support of women sentenced to be flogged, lashed, stoned overseas and demand that men who murder wives and daughters for honour killings be punished to the full extent of the law.
But if a young person becomes sexually active in our community before marriage – what do we say then?

I’ll tell you what some of us say because I have heard it.

We say - “What is wrong with her parents?” 
And I say “her” because I don’t believe that there exists the same concern about our boys. 
We say - “How come they can’t control her? Why is she given so much freedom? They need to find a husband for her. That girl is wild.” 
Some also say – “if we still believe that it’s a sin – its a sin – and we must not tolerate it – even if we do not regard it as illegal.”

”Our intolerance,” some say, “will deter youth from immoral sexual behavior and encountering all the negative stuff that goes along with it.” 
Where does this lead us? 
It leads us here: to a place where we don’t believe the state should punish our children if they sin, but do we believe that - someone must and harshly and there should be consequences.
In our collective Muslim North American psyche is sexual immorality something Muslim parents must prohibit at all costs?
. 
This attitude has its drawbacks and in the rare extreme case, the result is evil. 
And to illustrate my point I’ll start at a place, quite far from the extreme - in the average peaceful otherwise happy moderate Muslim family where there still may exist this attitude of “you better not– end of story”.  
I would surmise – this attitude could lead to a lack of communication. 
It could lead to daughters feeling as though they must keep secrets from disapproving parents. 
It could lead to isolation, a lack of guidance, a lack of education on contraception and disease, a lack of education on the feelings and emotions that result from sexual relationships that are unfulfilling. 
It could lead to the school and guidance counsellors taking on the enormous task of a parent in handing down values and information to children on issues of sexuality.

I am not going to alarm anyone and say because we are not more open and compassionate we have a higher incidence of teen pregnancies or sexually transmitted diseases – because I don’t know this to be the case
But it could lead to unwanted pregnancies that we don’t know about. It could lead to an abortion that a young woman keeps secret. 
In other words – we won’t know what is going on with our kids. 

That’s what I would surmise could happen in the average North American Muslim family that frowns upon sexual immorality so disapprovingly that children are fearful of discussing the issue. 

In more socially conservative but peaceful Muslim families it could lead to all that I have said along with arranged marriages at an early age as well – not necessarily due to an unwanted pregnancy but due to ensuring the behaviour immediately stop -- without even knowing fully what has happened.  These marriages may be forced. 
And in the worst case - in the abusive Muslim family – which may be rare, but exists nonetheless – it could and has led to further abuse and even murder – murder of OUR girls. 
And if even one kid dies – and several of our girls have been killed now in Ontario in the last few years – and I’m not saying that any of them engaged in any illicit behaviour but they definitely were according to their fathers – on what they believed was the wrong path – the fact that this even happened and this mindset is out there – that the child should be punished – is it a sign that our community must change? 

4. The Case for Extreme Islamic Compassion towards Children
Allah has said that he has given us our children in trust. 
If you are a parent - and I am a mother - we know this. 
Our child has a soul separate from our soul. They have wishes and wants and needs, separate from ours and minds of their own. 
We don’t own them. From the time they are babies, they remind us of it.
Though we may not always like it we have a duty to God to guide them in a way that reflects our scriptures and our scriptures tell us that Allah is Kind and Merciful. 
And our scriptures tell us we must be patient in adversity and that when we become angry we should be quick to forgive.
We must be patient therefore with our children and let them talk to us. And when they do, we must listen with an open mind and a heart filled with compassion. 

To steal a concept I learned from North American Muslim scholar Omid Safi, one of our oldest Muslim traditions, is to practice extremism -- in love. 

And I would say in particular we must love our children showing them extreme mercy and extreme compassion and extreme kindness. 
Can we do this as a community?
Only then will the words “there is no honour in killing in Islam” have meaning. 
Sub-ha-na Rab-bil iiz-za-ti aan-ma ya-si-fuun. Wa sa-lam aa-la al-mur-sa-lin. Wal-ham-du-li-la-hi Rab-bil al-aal-a-min 

and/or Glory be to your Sustainer, the Sustainer of Utmost Dignity, from what they allege about Him. Peace be to the messengers. The Praise belongs to God, the Sustainer of the Worlds! (37:180-182)

God forgive me for any errors I made and God knows best.
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