Ambassador Osamah Al-Sanosi Ahmad

Ambassador to Canada

The Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia

201 Sussex Drive

K1N 1K6

Via email

March 18, 2010
Dear Ambassador Al-Sanosi Ahmad:

Salaamualaikum.
We are concerned about the welfare of a single, twenty four year old woman named, Nazia Quazi, a fellow Canadian citizen and Muslim, who has been unable to leave Saudi Arabia since 2007.
1. Nazia Quazi is prohibited by her mahram to leave Saudi Arabia and has sought assistance from the Canadian Embassy and the Saudi Human Rights Commission in Riyadh:

Ms. Quazi states as follows. Ms. Quazi entered Saudi Arabia in November, 2007, with her father, Quazi Malik Abdul Gaffar, an Indian national, anticipating her stay would be no more than a few months. Neither Ms. Quazi nor Mr. Gaffar are citizens of Saudi Arabia.
Soon after Ms. Quazi’s arrival, Ms. Quazi states her father extended the term of her Saudi visa, without any notice to her and in the absence of her consent.  Since then and to date, Ms. Quazi has been unable to leave Saudi Arabia for no reason other than she does not have Mr. Gaffar’s permission, as he is her mahram. Ms. Quazi states she had difficulty seeking help initially as her father removed her identification documents from her possession and due to the fact she is a dual citizen of Canada and India. Ms. Quazi states the Indian Embassy has advised Ms. Quazi the Indian government cannot help her.
On December 9, 2009 Nazia Quazi approached your government’s Human Rights Commission for assistance. Ms. Quazi states that she was told by the Saudi Human Rights Commission that - "your father is doing all this for your own security, just respect that."  We hope you can advise that such advice was given in error.
Ms. Quazi sought and continues to seek the help of the Canadian Embassy in Riyadh and the international organization, Human Rights Watch. Here in Ottawa we are seeking the help of the Canadian Government on her behalf.

To summarize the events that have taken place since December, 2009, Human Rights Watch has informed us of the following. In February 2010, the Canadian government issued Ms. Quazi a Limited Validity Canadian Passport for one year.  On February 15, 2010 our Canadian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia discussed Ms. Quazi’s case with your Saudi Ministry for Foreign Affairs.  On February 27, 2010 our Canadian Embassy met with your Saudi Human Rights Commission to debrief it on Ms. Quazi’s case (though it has been aware of Ms. Quazi’s case since December, 2009 as mentioned.)  
To date, our Canadian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia has not been able to obtain permission from your government to allow Ms. Quazi’s departure.  

We respectfully request that you urge your government to allow Ms. Quazi to freely collect her things and leave Saudi Arabia immediately, waiving the requirement of her mahram’s consent. 
2. There is no reasonable basis for the mahram:

We respectfully advise that it is the view of many Muslims all over the world that Ms. Quazi does not require a mahram, as she is a woman not a child, capable in Islam of making her own decisions.
We are aware that according to the Quran men are supposed to be the protectors and maintainers of women (4:34). Apparently, this is the verse upon which the male guardianship system in your country is based. However, it is our understanding that such protection to women was granted in the Quran in favour of women so that men would rise to assist them when women themselves determined they needed it. It was not intended to be used to coerce, dominate or infantilize women. According to Human Rights Watch the male guardianship system in Saudi Arabia has had this unfortunate effect in many cases, including in the current case of Nazia Quazi.  We refer you to the letter to Dr. Bandar al-‘Iban, Chairman of the Saudi Human Rights Commission by Liesl Gernholtz, Director of the Womens Rights Division of Human Rights Watch, dated January 19th, 2010.
Ms. Quazi has stated as follows. Ms. Quazi fears for her safety, stating that Mr. Gaffar told her that he believes in honour killings. Nazia Quazi states that her father has assaulted her in the past, more than once, including on one occasion, when he held a knife to her throat. Ms. Quazi states that Mr. Gaffar attempted to have Ms. Quazi married in the absence of her consent, as recently as last summer. According to most if not all schools of Shariah, it is unlawful for a father of a woman who is twenty four years old to arrange her marriage in the absence of her consent. 
As well, Ms. Quazi states that Mr. Gaffar has told Nazia Quazi she must stay in Saudi Arabia so Mr. Gaffar may prevent her marriage to a recent convert to Islam. On one occasion, according to the man who states he converted to Islam and wished to marry Nazia Quazi, Mr. Gaffar consented to the marriage, invited the man to Saudi Arabia and then had him arrested by the police. 

In this case it appears that Nazia Quazi’s father, Mr. Gaffar, her mahram, is not her protector. He is her oppressor.

And the Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him said that it is our duty to "help both the oppressed and the oppressor – by providing assistance to the oppressed and preventing further oppression from occurring.” So, if a woman is in danger, it is our duty to help her find safety. If a man is abusing her, it is our duty to stop him, at the very least by allowing her to seek refuge away from him.  
We urge the Saudi government to carry out its duty to ensure that Nazia Quazi is safe by allowing her to leave Saudi Arabia and return home to Canada.

3. Saudi Arabia’s International Obligation to End the Male Guardianship System:


Human Right Watch advises that it is due to numerous such examples similar to Nazia Quazi's circumstances that the United Nations recommended and your government agreed in 2001 to the United Nations Convention to End All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) to repeal the male guardianship laws in Saudi Arabia. It is unfortunate that your government has not implemented the change in the law and cases like this one have been permitted to take place. 
Human Rights Watch further advises that during the Universal Periodic Review in June 2009 by the UN Human Rights Council, your government even acknowledged that "the concept of guardianship [can turn] into domination and coercion."  Ms. Quazi's case is a clear demonstration of the domination that men are able to exercise over women under the male guardianship system. 
Please permit Nazia Quazi to return to Canada immediately, waving the requirement of the permission of the mahram.  

Please end the male guardianship system, which many Muslims all over the world believe to be contrary to Islam, and uphold CEDAW.

Respectfully,

Shahla Khan Salter

Chair – Muslims for Progressive Values Ottawa
www.mpvottawa.com 

Ottawa, Canada
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