On the Night of Power – Pray for What

By Shahla Khan Salter

We revealed it in the Night of Destiny. 

How awesome is the Night of Destiny!

The Night of Destiny is better than one thousand months.

The angles and the Spirit come down in it by their Lord`s leave to carry out every matter.

It is peaceful until the coming of the dawn. 

The Holy Quran – Surah 97

The Night of Power – or laylatul qadr -  is said to take place – no one knows the exact date – but sometime in the last seven days of the month of Ramadan. 

According to Hadith several of the companions of the Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him (pbuh) reported having powerful visions and dreams during the last ten days of Ramadan and when they asked if those visions could be associated with or evidence of the Night of Power and it is said that the Prophet pbuh replied yes and confirmed that it does take place during the last seven days of Ramadan, more likely during the odd numbered dates. 

Many speculate that although we do not know the exact date, it may take place on the 23rd and others on the 27th day of Ramadan. 
What is the night of power exactly? 

It is a night when the Angels and the spirit or ruh descend so powerfully among us that we are to believe that extraordinary things can happen. 

It’s a night that is unlike any other because of all this spiritual activity descending from heaven onto earth.

It is said to be the night that the Quran was revealed to Prophet Muhammad pbuh, but having been revealed over a period of twenty three years many say that it is likely that the Night of Power is the date of the first revelation to the Prophet pbuh – and not the entire Quran necessarily. 

It is also said that it took place even prior to the first revelation. It took place during the time of other Prophets and before Islam. It lends weight that our faith, Islam, is a universal one because it means the Night of Power is not just for Muslims – it is for humanity.
Now – what could be the purpose of the Night of Power?

There are those that point to Surah al Qadr above and they say that this is the night where we ask for forgiveness for all our sins and this is the night that we must pray all night to take advantage of the mercy of Allah subhana wa`tala (swt) so that our sins are wiped out and we are guaranteed a spot in heaven. 

But then I have to ask – being one of Allah’s more difficult followers: is the mercy of God not available to us whenever we ask? 

After all every single surah except one starts with the words, “in the name of Allah, the Kind, the Merciful.”  

And Allah’s mercy is vast when compared to the ability of human beings to forgive one another since it says in the Quran at 25:70 for example that even a murderer can be forgiven by God if she or he truly repents and does good deeds.  It says that with His mercy God can actually transform that person’s – that murderer’s bad deeds into good ones. 
Elsewhere in the Quran it says that Allah hears and accepts the call of all who call to Him even those who profess not to believe.

It does not say that even that if you seek forgiveness you should better pray all night on the Night of Power in order to receive it. 

No – according to the Quran, Allah’s mercy is vast and always available to us if we choose to seek it.

There are also those who say as well – if you pray for a change in your own circumstances on the Night of Power – your prayers will more likely manifest and come true. 

But should we be using the Night of Power simply to seek a change in our own situation? 

There can be no error in praying for help – because anytime you wish to change your own circumstances it cannot hurt to seek the guidance and strength from God. Prayer also allows for contemplation to determine perhaps the reason things have taken a particular course. With such reflection people can determine perhaps the path they ought to choose and in the future change their focus or learn ways to cope in troubled times.
But on this point – in relation to the Night of Power – I found an interesting story told by Imama Amina Wadud in her blog on Religious Dispatches.  

It’s said that the famous sufi saint, Rabiyah al-Adawiyyah of Basra was asked when she was sick or impoverished the reason she did not make dua to Allah swt for some relief. 

And her response was:

“Allah not only knows my condition, but is the One in Whose decree, all conditions occur. It would be arrogant of me to ask Him to relieve me from this condition. If He sees fit to alleviate it, then nothing and no one would be able to hold back that decree.” 

And Imama Amina Wadud interprets those words of Saint Rabiyah, stating: 

“This is perhaps the ultimate expression of trust, or tawakkkul ala-Allah. I trust that I am in the condition that Allah wants me to be in you know that “everything happens for a reason” condition. So its best to be patient even if its not to our liking or personal comfort.” 

So what else may the Night of Power then represent? 

There must be some wonderful significance – something great – that must benefit us all by praying on this Night of Power. This is faith – we don’t know when it is exactly, we can’t see or hear the angels when we awake to pray, but we are told they are there and that they will hear our prayers. 

It is said that our Prophet pbuh had a vision on the Night of Power that he was praying in a rainstorm, prostrating in the mud. It is said that that’s how powerfully the angels and spirit descend in our midst on this night – like a torrential downpour. 

There is no argument that the Prophet pbuh clearly said:
 “That which you want for yourself, seek for humankind.”

Perhaps that is the ultimate lesson in faith and the one that is hardest to learn. 

Should the Night of Power be a night in which humankind prays to alleviate the hardships which it creates for itself? 
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