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I greet you all with the Muslim greeting, Salaamualaikum. 

We are Muslims for Progressive Values Canada. We believe in freedom of conscience and freedom of expression. We believe that an Islamic society can only be secular and it must uphold true democratic freedoms. We believe Allah loves us all, regardless of gender, race, faith, citizenship, class and sexual orientation.  
And we support the ninety nine percent.

We oppose the government’s bill which prohibits direct or indirect association with terrorists. And doesn’t say what a terrorist is. Who is a terrorist according to this government? 

Well with a Prime Minister leading the country telling us all that our greatest threat is Islamist terrorism – notwithstanding that only one percent of the world’s terrorist acts are committed by people who call themselves Muslim – we must ask -  will the 697,000 innocent Canadians who call themselves Muslim, become targets as criminals under this law? 

And will innocent Canadians of other faiths who associate with their peace loving Muslim Canadian neighbours and friends also be targeted? 

And will this law be used to help vilify everything Muslim in Canada? 

A friend said something to me the other day which has not left me – she is not a Muslim; She is educated, older, wiser and very Canadian and she said “Muslims are becoming the Jews of 1930s Germany – we can’t let this happen again.” 

And with the Shafia trial going on, it’s hard to pick up a paper and not read Mr. Shafia’s villainous rants about his beautiful girls and not to associate them with Islam and Muslims. 
But the rest of us must not lose sight that not all Muslim men are Mohammed Shafia. 
Most Muslim men in Canada are like my father, Asad Ullah Khan, who raised three daughters in Canada, none of whom observed rules of modesty, all of whom dated boys, and all of whom married for love, with his blessing. No matter how upset he got, he rarely raised his voice and he never ever used force against his children or his wife. 

And to us - that’s Islam.
So we ask you all to oppose this bill to make sure that we don’t all become what we hate. 

Salaamualaikum. Thank you. 
